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Athanasiana : Litterar- und dogmengeschichtliche Untersu- 
chungen. Von Lie. Alfred StOlcken. Leipzig : J. C. 
Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung, 1899. Pp. viii+150. M. 5. 

The incorporation of this monograph in Gebhardt and Harnack's 
Texte und Untersuchungen (it forms IV. Band, 4. Heft, of the New 
Series) constitutes a sufficient guarantee of its high merit as a piece of 
scientific research work. The author set out, at Professor Loofs' sug- 
gestion, to make a study of Athanasius' Christology. He soon found 
himself beset with difficulties owing to the uncertainty as to the author- 
ship of several of the treatises that have been ascribed to Athanasius 
and as to the date of some of the works whose genuineness is reasonably 
certain. This circumstance led him to make a critical study of the 
Athanasian literature, with a view to determining questions of genuine- 
ness and date, his first task, and to this task over half of the volume is 
devoted. The result of his criticism has been to establish the Athana- 
sian authorship of the following treatises : Contra Gentes and De Incar- 
natione (i> 2 2> or later); In Mud Mt. xi.27 (ca. 336); Contra Arianos, 
I— III (338-9); Apol. contra Arianos (ca. 350); Ep. de Sent. Dionysii 
and Ep. de deer. Nic. Synodi (346-55); Ep. Encyc. ad Episcopos Aeg. 
et Libyae (356); Apol. ad Constantium, Apol. de Fuga Sua, Hist. Aria- 
norum ad Monachos, and Vita Antonii (ca. 357); Ep. ad Ser., I-IV, 7 
(ca. 359); De Synodis (359); Tom. ad Antiochenos (362); Ep. ad Afros 
(ca. 369); Ep. ad Epictetum, Epist. ad Adelphium, and Ep. ad Maxi- 
mum (371). 

The following writings he considers either spurious or so doubt- 
ful as to be useless for the study of Athanasius' Christology : Expositio 
Fidei, Sermo Major de Fide, Contra Arianos, IV, De Inc. contra 
Arianos, Contra Apollinarium, I and II, and De Trinitate et Spiritu 
Sancto. 

Limitation of space renders it impracticable to indicate here the 
process by which the author arrives at these results, and to criticise his 
criticism would require a study of Athanasius' works as thorough as 
his own. 

In the christological part of the monograph Athanasius' teachings 
regarding " The Humanity of Christ," " The Relation of the Logos and 
the Body," and the " Details of the Christology," are treated with the 
thoroughness and the full utilization of the available materials that we 
have learned to expect in the best class of German research works. 
He devotes special attention to Athanasius' biblical exegesis, but does 
not attempt to determine the precise relation of his exegesis to that of 
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his predecessors, being assured that even when he borrowed from 
others he made each interpretation thoroughly his own, and that his 
knowledge of the Scriptures was thorough and independent. He does 
not give Athanasius high credit for ascribing the human predicates 
(attributes) of Christ to the body (against the Arians who based their 
denial of his deity on the theory that the Logos constituted the entire 
rational nature of Christ), and yet insisting that the subject of these 
predicates (attributes) is nevertheless the Logos (in opposition to the 
Antiochians). He seems really not to have had a satisfactory theory 
of the relation of the divine and the human in the person of Christ 
and to have fallen back on simple faith : in his God he has his 
Redeemer, wherefore also he has in his Redeemer his God. He had 
no satisfactory theory of the unity of the divine and the human in a 
single personality, although he insisted on this unity in opposition to 
the Antiochians, and he scarcely rose above a mere " community of 
predicates" (attributes). It is our author's opinion that the great 
Alexandrian fell into a multitude of contradictions, and in this he 
is doubtless correct. His chief merit was to strike out a via media 
between Arianism and Antiochianism, and to prepare the way for the 
more penetrating and consistent teachers of the later time. While he 
cannot properly be charged with monophysitism, he was far more a 
forerunner of this form of thought than of the Chalcedonian Chris- 
tology. Of course it would be unreasonable to expect to find in 
Athanasius the fully developed Christology of the following time. 

Albert Henry Newman. 
McMaster University, 
Toronto, Can. 

Die Gottes- und Logos-Lehre Tertullians. Von Johannes 
Stier, Dr. phil., Lie. theol. Gottingen : Vandenhoeck 
& Ruprecht, 1899. Pp. 104. M. 2.40. 

This is a fine specimen of the German doctor's thesis. The author 
introduces his subject with a not particularly original remark to the 
effect that the scientific handling of Christian doctrine had its rise, not 
in simple preaching of the gospel for edificatory purposes, but in 
efforts to defend Christianity against the attacks of paganism or to win 
those who were imbued with pagan modes of thought to a knowledge 
of the truth. Especially was it the pressure of the Greek philosophy, 
exerted in part through Gnostic teachers, that promoted the scientific 
formulation of the principles of Christianity. 



